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Program Notes
MSU PROF TAKES NEW LOOK AT RENAISSANCE ROYALTY
(Imagine Tnat! Steen — airs Sunday. Feb. 5, 1995. at 9 p.m.)
If intrigue surrounding the British royal family seems staggering today, imagine its inten
sity 400 years ago when the King’s disfavor could mean death.
In the next episode of Imagine That!, Sara Jayne Steen, MSU-Bozeman English profes
sor, reveals court life in Renaissance England through the letters of Arbelia Stuart, the embattled
claimant to the throne from Shakespeare’s time. Steen’s segment airs Feb. 5 at 9 p.m. on KUFM7
KGPR Radio, immediately following the St. Louis Symphony.
Steen recendy published a book of Stuart’s letters, many of them written just before her
mysterious death in the Tower of London in 1615. Stuart was a cousin to King James of En
gland, who feared her claim to the throne. He thought that the popular Stuart, or her future
children, would seize his throne. So he forbade her to marry. When Stuart defied him, he had her
imprisoned
Steen says she believes the recendy rediscovered papers rewrite history's view of Stuart.
Imagine That! is produced as a joint venture between The University of MontanaMissoula and Montana State University-Bozeman. For more information, call .Annette TrinityStevens, MSU VP for Research Office, (406) 994-5607, or Lilly Tuholske, UM’s University
Communications research news editor, (406) 243-2522.
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